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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to conserve the usage of the specific name of

Taningia danae Joubin, 1 93 1 , a cosmopolitan large deep-sea squid which is a major food

of sperm whales. A small paralarval specimen originally named as Octopodoteuthis

persica Naef, 1923 certainly belongs to Taningia and probably to the only recognized

species, T. danae; the namepersica never has been used as valid.

1

.

The deep-sea squid Taningia danae was described by Joubin ( 1 93 1 , p. 181) based

on a single small specimen (68 mmtotal length, about 40 mmmantle length) from the

tropical eastern Atlantic. The species is almost cosmopolitan, and the total length may
be over 2 m; most large specimens have been recovered from the stomachs of sperm

whales (Roper & Vecchione, in press). While Joubin recognized the new species as

belonging to the 'Octopodoteuthidae' (correctly octopoteuthididae, but usually

spelled octopoteuthidae), he felt that the pair of large photophores on the tips of

arms II were so distinctive as to warrant the erection of the new genus Taningia. The

description and illustrations are quite detailed and comprehensive, and the holotype is

deposited in the Zoologisk Museum, Copenhagen, where it has been examined by one

ofus(C.F.E.R.).

2. Some specimens reported as Cucioteuthis unguiculata (Molina, 1782) are most

probably Taningia danae. Molina (p. 199) described his Sepia unguiculata from a

'cuttlefish' taken off Chile in 1769 on Cook's first voyage, and based it on Cook's

description and a preserved arm. This nominal species was made the type of a genus

Cucioteuthus (later emended to Cucioteuthis) by Steenstrup ( 1 882, p. 1 53). All descrip-

tions and illustrations of C. unguiculata lack any clear indication of the photophores at

the arm tips which are characteristic of T. danae, and some reports may easily relate to

large specimens of Octopoteuthis species. Specific and even generic identification of

'Cucioteuthis unguiculata cannot be made, and its names (which have not been used for

many years) are best left as nomina dubia.

3. A nomenclatural problem exists from a name applied to a paralarval specimen.

Chun (1910, p. 144) described a paralarva of 4.7 mmmantle length from the Gulf of

Aden as the larva of an Octopodoteuthis ( = Octopoteuthis Riippell, 1 844) species. He
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Stated that the arms bore only suckers and that especially noteworthy were the knoblike

swellings at the tips of arms II. His figures (pi. 17, figs. 1, 2 and 10) clearly show these

swellings, which are undoubtedly precursors of the photophores characteristic of

Taningia.

4. Naef (1923, p. 337) recognized this as a species distinct from the known
Octopodoteuthis, and erected the name O. per ska based on Chun's description and

figures. No additional specimens have been assigned to O. persica and we have been

able to find only four mentions of the name. Clarke ( 1 966, p. 1 87) noted that O. persica

was based on a larval form and speculated that it might prove synonymous with O.

sicula. Young (1972, p. 41) stated: 'The specimen shows distinct swellings near the tips

of arms II and extremely broad fins. Both features are strongly suggestive of the genus

Taningia, and I think it safe to transfer this species from Octopoteuthis to Taningia'. In

effect Young proposed the new combination Taningia persica (Naef, 1923) but he was

misquoted by Clarke (1980, p. 162) and Stephen (1985, p. 110). Clarke stated that

'Young may be correct in considering that O. persica is probably a young Taningia

danae\ while Stephen said that Young 'considered Octopoteuthis persica and O. indica

to be nomina dubia because their small size precluded accurate identification. He also

believed that O. persica was really the young of Taningia danae...\

5. An extensive review of specimens and literature (Roper & Vecchione, in press)

leads us to conclude that Taningia should remain monospecific. Because O. persica

clearly belongs to Taningia, the name persica Naef, 1923 has priority over danae

Joubin, 1931. However, /?e/-5/ca never has been used as valid, whereas danae is widely

and continuously used (e.g. Clarke, 1967, 1980, 1983;Zeidler, 1981; Roper, Sweeney &
Clarke, 1985; Nesis, 1987; Okutani & Tsukada, 1988; Fiscus, Rice «fc Wolman, 1989.

The Commission Secretariat has a list of 29 further references). Consequently, we feel

that danae should have precedence over persica; because T. persica is based on a single

paralarval specimen the possibility remains that it represents a distinct species, and if

this is verified in the future the name could then be used.

6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary powers to rule that the name danae Joubin, 1931, as published

in the binomen Taningia danae, is to be given precedence over the namepersica

Naef, 1923, as published in the binomen Octopodoteuthis persica, whenever the

two names are considered to be synonyms;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Taningia

Joubin, 1931 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy Taningia danae

Joubin, 1931;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names:

(a) danae Joubin, 1931, as published in the binomen Taningia danae (specific

name of the type species of Taningia Joubin, 1931), with the endorsement

that it is to be given precedence over the name persica Naef, 1923, as pub-

lished in the binomen Octopodoteuthis persica, whenever the two names are

considered to be synonyms;

{h) persica Naef, 1923, as published in the binomen Octopodoteuthis persica,

with the endorsement that it is not to be given priority over the name danae

Joubin, 1 93 1 , as published in the binomen Taningia danae, whenever the two

names are considered to be synonyms.
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